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PUBLIC   COMPANY

of Cleopatra III, he succeeded his
father Physcon at his death in 116.
His mother was co-regent until in
110 he exercised sole authority, but
three years after was banished in
favour of his younger brother,
Ptolemy X, or Alexander I. He in
his turn was deposed in 88, and
Lathyrus, recalled from Cyprus,
reigned until his death.

Ptolemy XII Auletes (?110-51
B.C.). King of Egypt. On the assas-
sination of Ptolemy XI (Alexander
II) in 80 the legitimate line ended.
The throne was offered to a natural
son of Lathyrus, nicknamed Au-
letes (Gr., flute-player), from his
proficiency with that instrument.
He married Cleopatra V, and on
her death about 69 fled to Rome,
his daughter Berenice IV being put
in his stead. Rome reduced Cyre-
naica to a Roman province and
confiscated Cyprus, but acknow-
ledged Auletes as legitimate sove-
reign of Egypt, on payment of a
tribute of 6,000 talents.

Ptolemy XHI Philopator (63-
47 B.C.). King of Egypt. On the
death of Auletes in 51 his eldest
son, Philopator, and his daughter,
Cleopatra, ascended the throne
jointly, under the guardianship of
the Roman senate. In their fourth
year the queen was banished, and
raised an army in Syria, but with-
out avail. After his defeat at
Pharsalia Pornpey sought refuge in
Egypt, but was slain at Ptolemy's
instigation. On Julius Caesar's
arrival at Alexandria Cleopatra's
cause was espoused by him. In 47
Ptolemy was drowned after a battle
on the Nile, and bis sister was rein-
stated, with their brother, Ptolemy
XIV, as co-regent. See Cleopatra.

Ptomaine (Gr. ptdma, corpse).
Alkaloidal substances formed in
the process of putrefaction of nitro-
genous organic tissues. They have

Ptyalin (Gr. ptyalon, saliva).
Enzyme in the saliva. Secreted by
the salivary glands, it acts on
starch, splitting it into the simple
substances, dextrin and maltose,
which can be absorbed in the in-
testinal tract.

Puberty (Lat. puber, mature).
Age at which the reproductive
organs become functionally active.
In boys, in temperate regions,
changes characteristic of puberty
generally appear between the 14th
and 16th years, when the secretion
of the testes is poured into the
blood. The rate of growth is in-
creased, the frame and general
build begin to approach those of
the man, hair appears in the pubic
region, the tones of the voice be-
come deeper, and for a time some
slight want of control over the
pitch of the voice gives rise to the
occasional squeakiness known as
" breaking " of the voice. Pugna-
city and desire for adventure are
psychological attributes. In girls,
puberty generally occurs between
the ages of 13 and 15, when the
ovarian secretion passes into the
bloodstream. The figure fills out,
the breasts become enlarged and
rounded, and the menstrual func-
tion is established.

Puberty Rites. Ceremonies, fre-
quently accompanied by some
form of ordeal, held in many primi-
tive societies at the attainment of
puberty, to mark the end of child-
hood and to impress the instruction
for the duties of adulthood im-
parted at this period. In some
peoples (Apache, Dakota) more
attention is given to these cere-
monies for girls, in others (many
Australian tribes) to the boys'
ceremonies.

Publican (Lat. publicamts). In
ancient Rome, a contractor for
public business, especially for the
collection of taxes. The tax-

been regarded as responsible for   farmer paid the state a certain sum
the symptoms in cases of poisoning   and  found   his   remuneration   :'~
by meat, but many, if not all, such
cases occur because the meat has

become infected with disease-
producing micro-organisms. The
bacteria chiefly associated with this
form of poisoning are of the dysen-
tery group. Further symptoms are
due partly to the development of
germs in the intestine. Treatment
consists in clearing the gut, con-
trolling shock, and keeping the
heart at work.
Ptosis (Gr. ptosis from piptein,

what excess revenue he could col-
lect. Owing to the heavy financial
responsibility involved, publicans
formed themselves into syndicates
to carry out any particular con-
tract. Tax farming was a coveted
privilege of the equites (q.v.).

Public Assistance. Name given
from 1930 by the Local Govern-
ment Act, 1929, to what was
formerly called poor relief and from
1948 was termed national assist-
ance. Since the 17th cent, the
relief of the poor had been prim-
arily the responsibility of the

to fall). Inability to raise the upper
eyelid.   It may be congenital, or

due to injury or disease, producing   parish. The overseer of "the parish
paralysis of the nerve which sup-    wae empowered to levy a pay-
plies the eyelid, locomotor ataxia   ment from every resident for that
being the most common. See Eye.   purpose. There was thus main-

tamed a local interest in sup-
pressing _ vagrancy and idleness,
and a stigma came to attach to
receiving poor relief. The poor
law tended to be administered
harshly and at times viciously,
particularly in workhouses. In
1834 an Act established poor law
unions, provided for the election ot
boards of guardians for each, and
established a Local Government
board to supervise their adminis-
tration. The Ministry of Health
Act, 1919, transferred to the
new ministry of Health the func-
tions of the Local Government
board and to the county authori-
ties the functions of the boards oi
guardians. Each county council
then had to appoint a public
assistance committee and local
sub-committees for each poor law
area of the county.
The National Assistance Act
of 1948 transferred responsibility
for the relief of the poor from
the county to the state, acting
through the national assistance
board, which is responsible for
unemployment assistance, unin-
sured old age allowances, blind
persons' assistance etc. The Act
marked the end of the old poor
law system, instituted by an Act
of 1601. See Poor Law; Social
Security.
Public Authorities Pro-
tection Act. Passed by the
British parliament in 1893. It
required all legal proceedings
against public authorities for
acts, neglects, or defaults in their
public duties t:> be begun within
six months of the act or default.
The time was extended in civil
proceedings to one year by the
Limitations Act, 1939. With pub-
lic bodies established since the
Second Great War the practice
is to provide for special periods of
limitation of proceedings; e.g.
the period is three years for pro-
ceedings against the coal board or
the corporations set up by the
New Towns Act, 1946.
Public Company. Company
in which the shares are held by
the public and are readily trans-
ferable. To form a registered
company certain documents have
to be filed with the registrar oi
companies. The most important of
these is the memorandum of
association. For a public company
this has to be signed by at least
seven persons. The memorandum
must state (a) the proposed name
of the company, with " Limited
as the last word (if the liability of
the members is to be limited); (&)
the part of the United Kingdom
in which the registered office of the